Phoenix Bulldog Club
News for March, 2018
Happy March – a month of citrus blossoms, craft fairs, desert wildflowers and perfect
weather for taking Bulldogs out and about. The March meeting of the Phoenix
Bulldog Club will be on Wednesday, March 21, at Bass Pro Shop in the upstairs
meeting room near the camping equipment starting at 7:00PM. Connie Booker will
give a program on all things dog show. Connie has years of experience showing in the
ring and will be able to answer all of your questions on how to successfully show your
Bulldog in the ring and have fun doing it. One of the things Connie will be talking
about is which class is best for you and your dog. Attached you will find a list of the
show classes you can enter with a description of each.
The remainder of the spring PBC meetings will be on Wednesday, April 18 (with a
program about the Bulldog Club of America), and Wednesday, May 16. Both of those
meetings will be at Bass Pro Shop. Then we will take a summer hiatus and hopefully
you and your dogs can get out of town to cooler regions.

On February 10th the Phoenix Bulldog Club held a Bulldog fashion show at Turf
Paradise. A large enthusiastic audience gathered to see the myriad of costumed Bulldogs
and their owners. Huckleberry, Whistle Stop, Albert, Orley, and Blossom were among
the competitors. Huge thanks to new member Jen Houtler for all her work organizing
and handling the entries. Jen has made a fantastic slide show of the event which is on
YouTube. Just search on Bulldog Show 2018. If Westminster pops up, scroll down to
find Jen's slide show. Also, congratulations to new club president Travis Certo on his
first event as president. It was a great success!

And now a message from the Pacific Coast Bulldog Club:
A reminder to all, and please share with your friends far and wide. The 100 Years Celebration
continues with PCBC in Southern California April 13th-15th!! This is an event one cannot
miss.
The closing date is fast approaching, 3/28/2018. Please note, rooms are filling up so call the
hotel, Double Tree by Hilton, at (909)889-0133 and reference code PCB to make your
reservations now.
Friday Evening
Div III Generic Specialty w/ Breeder Judge Al Breckley
Saturday Centennial Specialty event
Sweepstakes judged by PCBC Lifetime Member Chuck Williams
Junior Showmanship w/ Breeder Judge Adrian Quesada
Specialty w/ Breeder Judge Fred Haynes
Saturday Evening
2nd Top Stars Special Event. With PCBC hosting hors d'oeuvres and a cash bar.
Sunday
AM PCBC Specialty w/ Breeder Judge Elizabeth Karshner
PM PCBC Specialty w/ Breeder Judge Glen Carr
Same GREAT Host Hotel location as in years passed with the easy access to the Ballroom for
the shows and all the fun! Raffles!! 50/50!! and more.
MAJORS!!! MAJORS!!! MAJORS!!! Closes March 28, 2018. Show Secretary is Kathy
Hairston, (909)477-0616. Premium is up at http://thepcbc.org/2018-specialty/.
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The Bulldog Club of America 2018 All American Bulldog Nationals will be held in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, the week of October 28 – November 3. They need help with
their morning hospitality from 7:00AM to 9:00AM. If you are planning to attend the
nationals, and would like to assist with hospitality, please let me know and I will give
you the contact information.

The Bulldog Club of America Division V and the Bulldog Club of Utah specialty shows
will be held on Wednesday, May 2, at the Salt Lake County Equestrian Center in South
Jordan, Utah. These shows close on Wednesday, April 18. The Utah Beehive Cluster
shows continue May 3 to 6 at the same location. For the premium list, go to
www.BulldogClubofUtah.org
There are many upcoming dog shows in California in April, May, and June. Find the
dates, locations, and premium lists at www.jbradshaw.com
If you're sitting around with nothing special to do, check out the new AKC.TV
The site has many informative videos. There is also a weekly dog-centric show hosted
by Sam Ryan that pulls together the world of dog sports, lifestyle tips, and fun news that
is engaging and uplifting.

My dogs love to go for walks. There are many many beautiful parks in the Valley of the
Sun for dog walks in the winter months. There are also miles of canal banks that make
for good walks. I think of dog walks as letting my dogs read the doggy newspaper.
And that requires stopping at each boulder and tree to sniff out the news. Walking my
Bulldogs is not aerobic exercise. Here's an article about the art of the not-too-fast dog
walk from AKC.

3 Ways You Might Be Ruining Your Dog’s Walk
Stephanie Gibeault, September 01, 2017

Your dog’s daily walk is likely one of the highlights of his day. Going for a walk can
provide your dog with more than just a bathroom break. It can give him physical
exercise, mental stimulation, and a chance to keep tabs on the neighborhood. To
make sure your dog is truly enjoying his walks, be sure to avoid these three
common mistakes.
1. Rushing Bathroom Breaks
Where dogs choose to go to the bathroom is an important decision. It’s not just
about relieving themselves, it’s about communicating with the world-at-large. Dogs
use their urine to signal their presence to other dogs. And in turn, smelling other
dogs’ urine tells a dog all about the other canines in the community, including their
gender, age, and health. This system of pee-mail keeps dogs up-to-date on what’s
happening in their neighborhood.
While on a walk, dogs want to sniff out all the places other dogs have gone to the
bathroom, so they can leave a fresh deposit on top. This is the equivalent of human
graffiti, saying, “Rover was here.” Male dogs specifically will lift their back leg as
high as possible to get their urine up to the nose level of other dogs.
If the urine or feces isn’t enough of a message, dogs sometimes scratch the ground
with their feet to further emphasize their signal. Along with leaving an additional
visual cue, they use special glands between their toes to leave extra scents on the
ground as they scratch, adding even more impact to the scent mark.
All of this sniffing and scratching requires concentration and time. Giving your dog
the opportunity to sniff the pee-mail and leave messages of his own will help him
get the most out of his walks. If you want to keep your walk brief, or limit the areas
your dog does his business, consider teaching him potty cues. This will let you tell
him when and where you would like him to go
.2. Not Letting Your Dog Sniff and Explore
We have five or six million scent receptors in our noses, but dogs have up to 300
million, depending on the breed. They also have a far larger area of their brain
devoted to their sense of smell, as well as a Jacobson's organ that helps them

detect normally undetectable odors such as pheromones. All of this adds up to a
sense of smell that is at least 10,000 times greater than a human’s. It’s almost
impossible for us to imagine the complexity of the information they gather with their
noses.
So while we might advise a friend to stop and smell the roses when we think she
needs to relax and enjoy herself, it’s a far more accurate phrase when it comes to
our dogs’ walks. Dogs experience the world through their noses, and just as we
might want to look around to take in the scenery, they want to smell all their
environment has to offer. Dragging your dog away from an interesting scent, or
asking him to heel the entire way around the block, prevents him from truly taking
in everything around him and diminishes the mental stimulation a walk can provide.
Some dogs seem to be ruled by their noses and think of nothing else while on a
scent trail. Proper training can help regain their focus when out on a walk. Consider
teaching cues like “Watch me” or “Leave it” to take their minds off the smell and put
their attention back on you. Reward short bursts of heeling or loose leash walking
with frequent sniffing sessions to help foster good walking behavior.

3. Pulling on the Leash
From a dog’s perspective, humans walk far too slowly. To follow interesting scent
trails and get where they want to go, dogs will drag their people behind them as
fast as they can manage. One of the most common responses we have to a dog
pulling on the leash is to pull back. However, this rarely gets the desired effect of a
loose leash. Instead, we end up in a leash tug-of-war, and with a large and strong
dog, chances are the human will lose.
This is because dogs have an opposition reflex, meaning that if you pull on their
leash, they will pull back. If you try to drag them in the opposite direction, they will
dig in and stop walking. They are not doing this to be stubborn or controlling, it’s
simply the way their body naturally responds. But all that pressure on the leash is
hard on their throat, particularly for small dogsor those prone to collapsing trachea.
It’s also pretty frustrating for your dog because it keeps him from exploring and
doesn’t provide him with any direction about what you want him to do instead.
Teach your dog to walk with a loose leash(having the leash hang down in a “J”
shape between you) by stopping and changing direction whenever he gets ahead
of you. When he turns to catch up, reward him with praise, a small treat, and the
chance to keep walking. Only let your dog walk when the leash is slack. The loose
leash will eliminate pressure on his throat and prevent you from triggering his
opposition reflex. If you already have a determined puller, consider using a training
harness or head harness while you work on developing your dog’s polite walking
skills.

Easter Sunday is on April 1 this year. If the Easter bunny hides eggs at your house here
are a few canine safety tips:
If the Easter bunny hides real eggs in your house or yard, ask how many eggs are
hidden and be sure they are all found. Otherwise your furry friend will surely find
them for you.
If your dog likes to hunt for Easter eggs, blue and yellow are the best colors to
use. Dogs see those colors. Red looks like brown to them. Green looks like mud.
If your Easter bunny hides plastic eggs with candy inside, be sure your dog does
not find them first. Your dog might crack the plastic to get to the candy inside.
That could be bad. And Easter candy, especially chocolate, is not good for them.
Nor is the colorful aluminum foil wrapping pretty Easter candy comes in.
Keep Easter baskets and Easter candy out of reach of your furry family.

